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using human cells. Then, a problem arose.
When it was time to do the human testing,
the leadership of the National Cancer Insti-
tute in Bethesda would not let this experi-
enced physician, a board-certified Pediatri-
cian, do the trials because she was not a
trained cancer doctor.

Then fate smiled on the woman. Dr. Fidler
was asked to lead a new department of Cell
Biology at M.D. Anderson in Houston. He
asked her to join his department and start
the trials in Texas with help from a pharma-
ceutical sponsor. This time her husband fol-
lowed her.

With a tremendous amount of effort, but
strong encouragement from the faculty and
staff at M.D. Anderson, this research physi-
cian began to test the new drug in Texas in
patients with osteosarcoma who had not re-
sponded to chemotherapy. It worked! The
drug activated normal white cells to kill
tumor cells. Today, the final stages of test-
ing have been completed in a nation-wide
trial. The effectiveness of the drug will be
known shortly. However, the drug was al-
ways in short supply. The company who
made it barely gave the doctor enough to
treat these patients. This was because
osteosarcoma is a relatively rare form of
cancer. Only 2000 new diagnoses were made
each year in the United States. This is small
when compared with the tens of thousands of
patients with breast or lung cancer. A tax
credit, such as that proposed by Congress-
man Johnson, might have provided the in-
centive to continue the work in this rarer
malignancy and stimulated new investiga-
tions in patients with other forms of cancer.

Pediatric cancers are, thank goodness,
rare. But that makes them an unattractive
target for large-scale drug development. A
tax credit such as this one, might be the
very incentive needed to produce more in-
vestment in the treatment and eventual cure
of patients with uncommon diseases. This
would undoubtedly lead to treatments for
the more common cancers as well.

This is a story I know well, for the woman
I describe is Dr. Eugenie Kleinerman of M.D.
Anderson who happens to be my wife. We are
both very grateful for the wonderful oppor-
tunity of working these fourteen years at
M.D. Anderson in the great state of Texas.
But it shouldn’t take 14 years to develop a
new treatment for cancer. Perhaps, if this
bill is passed, more people can be helped and
helped faster by doctors like Dr. Kleinerman
with the help of corporate sponsors.

Thank you Congressmen, and I will be
happy to answer any of your questions.
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Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, today I have
the pleasure to recognize a great citizen of Illi-
nois and one of the Air Force’s finest officers
on the date of her retirement from active duty.
For over 23 years, Colonel Mary Tripp has
served the Air Force with pride and with tre-
mendous dedication. On April 15, Colonel
Tripp returned to her family home in West Chi-
cago, Illinois. We wish her God’s speed and
the gratitude of the Nation for her loyal serv-
ice.

Colonel Tripp’s final assignment was the di-
rector of the very successful program to honor
the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Air Force.
This 16 month project blended a brilliant cam-

paign of motivational and historic information,
energizing both her fellow airmen and the
American public. From the national recognition
at the Tournament of Roses Parade to the
Pentagon Cake Cutting Ceremony with the
President, the hard work and dedication of
Colonel Tripp shined in every event. She led
a program which truly captured the hearts of
each Air Force veteran and every American.
The magnificent record of the United States
Air Force over the past 50 years is a story
worth telling. Through the handiwork of Colo-
nel Tripp, this legacy will continue to grow.

Mr. Speaker, it has been my distinct honor
to offer this tribute. As Colonel Tripp retires to
private life, I ask my colleagues to join me in
commending the outstanding service she has
given to our great country. On behalf of the
people of the 14th Congressional District and
especially her neighbors in the city of West
Chicago, I wish her the very best.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, last
week marked the first anniversary of the elec-
tion of Mohammad Khatami as president of
Iran so this marks a fitting time to assess the
realities versus the rhetoric of Khatami’s re-
gime.

Congressmen GARY ACKERMAN, BOB
MENENDEZ, EDOLPHUS TOWNS, and JAMES
TRAFICANT and I co-sponsored a briefing here
in the House of Representatives on U.S. pol-
icy options and prospects for change in Iran.

We presented the following on Iran policy:
Nothing has changed under the administra-

tion of Khatami, and in many respects the evi-
dence indicates that Tehran’s outlaw behavior
has worsened.

Factional infighting and domestic unrest are
aggravating the instability of the ruling regime,
raising new prospects for its replacement by a
democratic government.

Our policy should focus on how to contain
the threat from Iran, and on support for demo-
cratic alternatives within that country.

I urge my colleagues and the Administration
to continue tough U.S. policies such as the
Iran and Libya Sanctions Act as well as efforts
to mobilize the international community to-
wards a united-multi-lateral campaign to bring
freedom and democracy to the people of Iran.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
bring to the attention of my colleagues a very
important matter. The last week of May
marked the first anniversary of the election of
the so-called ‘‘moderate’’ president of Iran. I
think it is very important after one year of
President Mohammed Khatami’s rule to look
closely at the facts in evaluating his adminis-

tration’s true colors. Some of you may have
seen the press reports from the ‘‘Briefing on
U.S. Policy Options and Prospects for Change
in Iran’’ that I co-hosted on May 21 along with
my colleagues Mrs. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. TRAFI-
CANT, Mr. MENENDEZ and Mr. TOWNS. Our ef-
fort was aimed at advocating an Iran policy of
firmness and resolve, which allies the United
States with the Iranian people and their resist-
ance movement, the National Council of Re-
sistance of Iran.

The impressive turnout for the event, espe-
cially among members of the diplomatic corps,
indicated to me that the call to scrutinize our
Iran policy was timely. Just this past week,
Khatami underscored the role of the Revolu-
tionary Guards Corps in maintaining the re-
gime in its totality and said it represented the
regime’s most pious and dedicated forces.
‘‘With our body and soul, we are all proud of
the Guards Corps,’’ Khatami said in praising
the regimes’ main organ of suppression, ren-
dering hollow his claims of ‘‘freedom and civil
society.’’ This further proves the assessment
of the speakers during our briefing that
Khatami has neither the interest nor the influ-
ence to initiate any change in this theocratic
regime.

Mr. Speaker, in light of the importance of
this discussion, I submit my remarks entitled
‘‘One Year of Khatami,’’ as well as the re-
marks of Ms. Soona Samsami, a representa-
tive of the National Council of Resistance in
Washington, to be printed herewith in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

ONE YEAR OF KHATAMI—REMARKS OF
REPRESENTATIVE GARY L. ACKERMAN

I would like to first welcome all the mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps and the press for
joining us here today to mark the one year
anniversary of President Mohammad
Khatami’s election. We have a very interest-
ing forum scheduled, and once everyone com-
pletes their statements, we will open up for
questions and answers. First, I’d like to in-
troduce my colleague Representative Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen from Florida, with whom I’ve
worked on this issue long and hard. Unfortu-
nately, she must leave early so she will get
this briefing started with her remarks.

After her we will hear from Congressmen
Bob Menendez, Jim Traficant and Ed Towns,
as well as former Ambassador James Akins,
and lastly from Soona Samsami who will be
representing the National Council of Resist-
ance of Iran.

Representative Ros-Lehtinen.
When Mohammad Khatami was elected

president a year ago, many in the West in-
sisted that he was a genuine reformer who
would, while upholding the clerics’ reign,
would begin halting state terrorism, would
begin an end to enmity to the Middle East
peace process, a lessening of flagrant abuses
of human rights and the stoppage of the
stockpiling of weapons of mass destruction.

I’m sorry to say that some in our adminis-
tration bought into that view. Travel re-
strictions to Iran by American citizens have
been relaxed a bit, and most recently, the ad-
ministration has just waived punitive action,
as required by law, against 3 foreign oil cor-
porations who plan to invest more than $2
billion dollars in the Iranian oil industry.

Unfortunately, it is clear that some policy-
makers have learned little about the brutal
thug mentality of those who rule in Iran.
When this year’s State Department report on
terrorism named Tehran the number-one
state sponsor of terrorism, Iran’s ruling
mullahs openly and celebriously acknowl-
edged responsibility for the terrorist attacks
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